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HON. JOHN §, PRESTON,

Comtmissioner from Sowth Carolina to the Vir-
ginia Convention, Feb. 9, 1861,

Mr Pursinent axp Genreemx or Tux Cox-
VENTION : 1 have the honor to present to you
my credentials ns Commissioner from the Gov-
erument of South Carolina to the Jouvention
of the pesple of Virginia. On these oreden—
tinla being duly received by you, I am instruc.
ted by my Government to lay hefore you the
causes which induced 1he, State of South Care-
linn to withdraw from the United States, and
resumie the powers heretofore delegated by her
to the Federal Government of the United States
of America. :

In performing this duty. 1 destre to amnounee
Yo yon that it is mo part of my pucpose, mor is
it the wish of my Government, that 1 sbould
make an argument before you in proof of the
right of secessiun. My Gorvernment has an-
suined that right in her soverelgn capacity,
and my winistry here is to recite the causes
which slie has deemed sufficient to enforee up-
on herthe  necessity of exercising that right:
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I will therefure proceed to state the more
prominent aud immedinte causes which " have
induced South Carolina to abrogate her con-
rent to the Constitution of the United States.

As preliminary to this statement, I would
say that, au early as the year 1820, the mani
fest tendency of the General Government was
to restrict the territorisl expaneion of the
elavebolding States. That is very evident in
all the contests ol that period ; and had they
Leen succesaful to the extent that some hoped,
even then, the line that cut off the purchases
from France might have been projected East-
ward Lo the bottom of the Chesapeak, nnd sept
Virginia and half of Tennessse and all of Ken-
tucky, Virginia proper, after she had given to
non slavery hier North-western empire, to the
non-slavery section. That might be the line.
The policy, however, has been pushed so far
a8 to deprive this Southern seotion of that line
of at least seven-tentha of the aequisitions of
the Government. Besides this, I would stata,
as preliminary, tliat alarge portion of the
revenue of the Government of the United
States hasalways been drawn from duties on
importa. Now, the products that have been
necessary to purchase these imports, were at
one time almost exclusively, and have alwaye
mainly been, the result of slave labor, and
therefore. the burden of the revenue duties up-
on importe purchased by these exporta must
fail upon the producer, who happens also to be
the consumer of the imports.

In additjon to this, it may be stated at a very
early period of the existence of this Govern—
ment, the Northern people, fiom a variety of
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many of the States by leglslative sction, ~have,
declared that the institution of slavery; ss it
exists in the:Svuthern States, is an bfeuce w0
-God; and thefore they are botind, by the most
sacred duty of man, Lo exterminste that in-
stitution, They bave declared and acted up-
on the declaration that the existence of slavery
in the Bonthern States is an offence and a dan-
ger to the social institutions of the Northern
States, and therefore they dre bound, by the
instinet of moral right and of self-preserva~
tion, to extyrminate sluvery.

Impelied by these saered duties to God and
their consciences, and by the escarcely less
hinding impulses of self-protection—after years
of earnest labor and devotion to the purpose
they ' ave succeeded, by large majorities in sll
the non-slaveholding States, in plseing the
entire Executive power of the Federal Gov-
ernment in the bauds of those who are pledged
by their obligationg to God—by their obliga-
tions to the social institutions of man—by
their obligations of self preservation—io place
the inetit. tion of slavery in s sourse of cer-
tain and final extinction. That is, twenty mil
lions of people, holding one of the strongest
Governments on earth, are impelled by a per-
feet recoznition of the most sacred and power
fol- obligations which fall upon man, to ex-
terminate the vilal interests of eight millions
of people, buund to them by contiguity of
territory and the closest political relation. In
other words, the decree inaugurated on the
6th of November, was the snnihilativn of the
people of the Southern Staten. Now, gentle.
men, the people of South Carclina, being a
portion of those who come within the ban of
this decree, had only to ask themselves—is ex-
istence worth a strogglel Their answer is
given in the ordinauce I have had the horor to
submit to you.

I see Yefore me wise ond learned men, who
have observed aud sounded the ways of hu-
man life in all its records, and many who have
been chief actors i» some of its greatest scenes.
I ark them if, in wil the love of human sotie-
ty, they find a case parallel to thist Sooth
Carolina has 300,000 whites, and 400,000
slaves. The whites depend en their slaves for
their order of eivilization and their “existence.
20,000,000 of people, with a powerfully organ-
ized Government, and impelled Ly the most
sacred duties, decree that this slavery mnat be
exterminated. 1 ask yom, Virginiana, is right,
is justice, is existence worth a struggle !
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Now, gantlemen. notwithstanding these facta
I have endeavored to group before you, not-
withstanding this labor, this long-suffering,
this patience I have endeavored to show you
she has practiced, throughout this whole.land,
over all Christendom, my State hes been sc-
cused of “rash precipitancy.” 1Isit rash pre.
cipitaney ‘o step out of the pathway when
you hear the thunder-crash of the falling

causes, ¢entered upon the industries of

facture and of commerce, but of agriculture
scarcely to the extent of self rupport. This
may have aricen from a variety of causes;
among them, perhaps, an uucongenial climate,
8 barren soil, but a sea coast adapted to com-
werce, besides an inliereot tendency upon the
part of the people of these Iatitudes to the
arts of manucraft and traffic. Aod while,
therefore, it was important that all the soarees
of the revenue should be kept ap to meet the
increasing exp of the Gover t, it also
manifestly became of great importance that
these articles of manufacture in which they
have been engaged should be subjcet to the
purchase of their confederates They there-
force, invented a system of duties partial and
discriminating, by which the whole burden of
the revenue fell upon thore who produced the
articles of export which purchased the articles
of import; and which articles of import were
consumed mainly, or to s great extent, by those
who produced the exports. The State of South
Carolina Leing at the time ohe of the largest
exporters and consumers of imports, was so
oppressed by the operations of this system up-
on her, that she was driven to the neeessity of
interpesing ber sovereign reservation to arrest
it, so far asshe was concerned. This inter—
position, together with the rapid spread of the
principle of free trade all over the world, did
ariest the iniquity in the shape in which it was
then presented. It could no lunger be the
avowed policy of the Gevernment to. tsx one
section for the purpnse of bpilding up snather.
But so suecessful had been the system ; te such
an extent had it already, in a few years, been
pushed ; eo vast had been its accumulations of
capital ; so vastly had it-been diffused thrrcugh-
out its ramifications, as sesmingly to inter—
weave the industries of the ssetions slmost in-
to the life of each other. As meehanics mano-
facturers, shippers, merchants, bankers and in
all the iutermediary purauita, the Northrn peo-
Ple scemed to have Lecome almost necessary to
the maintainance of the industry of the Bouth.
In these relations they had erept inte every
crevice of an afflent and loose economy, and
mede themselves so convenidut to it, ‘that we
hegati to-think them vitalto it; and they-grew
80 great and waxed so.sirong,-ae they fed-and
fattened.on'this sweating giant -of tha Soqth,
that, with the insolence natorsl to sudden and
Lloated power;  they hogan to claim thst : the
laboring monster was crested for thelr tribn-
tare. ‘CThey- bave drawn frém us subsidies
which might/hiave glutted the avsrice of 5 Ro-
1nsn Proctnsal, which, fo’ one-gilirter 3f s sen-
tory have builded up powerfal eities, vivaling
in wealth the richest masts of \ibe ~Ok] Werld,
and burdening every sen with-their cominerss,
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lanche? Is it rash preceipitancy to seck for
shelter, when you hear the hissing of the come
ing tempest, and.see the storm cloud . nlose
down upon youl Is it rash pracipitsney to
raise your haods to protect your heart!

1 venture Lo aseert that never, simee liberty
came into the institutions of man, have a peo-
ple borne with more patience, or forborne with
more fortitude, than have the people of these
Southern Siates, in their relations with their
confederates. As long as it was -mersly silly
fansticism or prurient philanthropy which-pro-
posed our destruction, we did nothing, scarce.
ly complained. Even when partial and most
orpressive taxations, continued for years,
ground us into the dust of poverty, save for s
moment “of convulsive struggle, we bors it
patiently ; even when many of onr .confede-
rates, hy State and municipal regulations viola
ted pruvieions of our ecompact vitsl to vs, hor
der:6f their peeple, under- the sanction of
these regulations, robbed our property and
murd- red our citizens ; even when, under the
same sanciion, bands of ‘wild fanetics invaded
slave'States and prolaimed the destruotion of
slavéry, by the annihilation of the slavehalder,
sud States and citled erected shrines to the me-
mory of the felons; when one eonféderate de—
msnded that- we must be driven from the
civilization of the sge in which we live, ard
unother sent itachief Representative to def:
us before the -civilited “world—benéath all
these enoriities we continued 1o give our blood
our gold wnd our sweat, to Luild up the gran-
deur and maintain the pewer of the Republic ;
sud when: there wps added to. this, all that
bafiled avarice, malignant fanstisisu, and mor-
al turpitnde could devise, to vilify, wrong snd
iptitate us, we still gave anr blood ahd tressure
and uffered our hands, and éalled’' them breth-
ren. [draw, ne faney picture, T use no.de’
clamptory assertion, There is potw manin
this Convention who may not cite twenty cases
to meet every item of this eatalogne. But
when at lsst thisv fanstitiom adg eager haste
for rapine—mingling” their foul ‘purposts, én—
gendered whiose fermenting millions ‘who have
seized 'the Constitution and disturbed is- most
sagred form into an. jestrument for. eur_ pyin,:
why thep, longer sybmissiod seatmed to.us, not
oy b sl b s by, "»
undef such s domidation, we “would'mierls the
destruction’earaid by-our-ewa folly apd Gase-
nete; ‘whifes! {hat il itheks 'wasonh sonof s
Caroline gire; who would coppsel . speh submis
sion, thers mee oot a billside or » plajs, from
Eutaw (o the Dowpens, from which the spirit
of bis offended aife” would not ait forth 'te
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denth: * We are very small—very weak—buv
if thiat freetorm with -« hich we are threatened
should fall Bpon us and consume wn, hereaficr
the pilgeim of liberty, perhaps from this State,
who may be searching beneath the ruine of
Charleston, will find the ekelcton of ovr sen-
tinel standing .at our ses gute.

Believe 1t not, sir, that in taking this posi--
tion, we have heem forgetfol of the past, or
reckless of the future. Ko, sirl it is.the grest
past, and our sacred obligations to the fature,
which have merved us to the met. It was the
splendor of the past which daxzled our eyes,
vntil the substance of Jiberty bad almpst slip-
ped from vur grasp. For years and years we
paused ns we held np the curtain and gazed
back on the unforgoiton glories of ‘the hallow.
ed pest, ns we beheld that fairest temple in
which liberty had ever found a shrine—that
which Warhiogton and Jefferson, Adams and
Franklin. Heory, and Madison, the Lees, Ma-
sons, Rutledges and Pincknevs, s conclave of
deni-gods. had builded up as & tabernacle for
us to dwell in forever, and conseerated it with
the blood of our own fathers—that citadel of
liberty—that palladium of human right—that
preci iment of bu hope—that re-
fuge of hope, all over the earth—that world,
wun (rom the wilderness to God and hberty.
Sir, with pious reverence, we looked upon all
this—and, yet, with these hands, we tore it
down—with these feet, we trampled il out of
lile—with this breath; we scattered the frag
ments on the winds—avd, yet, wo do not trem-
Lle—we are not appalled.. Qur hands are un-
stained, pure, clear, unterrified, as we raise
them in confident appeal to the God of Truth,
Justice and Right. Armed in this panoply, we
drop the curtain and are ready to move on-
ward through the coming scenes of this solemn
drama.-

Gentlemen of Vir inia, the people of these
Southern States are no noisy faction. clamor-
ing for place and power—no hungry rabble,
answeriog in blood to every appeal to brutal
passion—no shouting mob, ready, to teke for
their Government a glittering epigram, or s
justian theory. They are not canting fanatics,
festering in the licentionaness of abolition und
amalgamation. Their liberty is not a painted
strumpet straggling through the streets. Nor
does their truth need to baptise itself in pools
of blood. They are a grave, calm, prosperous
religious people—the holders of the most ma-
jestio civilization—the inheritors, by right, of
the fairest estate of liberty—fighting for that
liberty—fighting for their fathers’ grave—etan-
ding athwast their hearth-stones, and before
their chamber-doors. In this fight, for a time,
my little State stoud' alone—that little State,
around whose outermost borders the gups fired
at the Capital might almost be heard—whoae
scope of sky is scarce large enough for one
star Lo glittee in—s0 small—so weak—so fow.
We began thia fight, alone, against millions;
and had wmillions been piled on willions, un-
der God, in such a fight, we would have trium-
pbed. Dut, sir, that God cares for liberty,
trath sod right among His people; and we
are mo longer alone. Qur own children, from
Florida and Alabamas, answered tv the mater
nal eall—and our great sister, Goergin. mar-
shalled forth her giant progeny. The voice of
Quitman cama wp out of hLis grave on the Mis-
imppi—and L r proved heiself the
offspring of the “Apostle of Liberty.” And,
now, young Texas raises her giant torm and
takes her place at the head of this majestic
cvlumn of Confedersting Sqvereignties. And,
sir, wherever Virginia has e son beyond her
borders, his voice is known; because lie speaks
in the ancient tongue of lis mother. Mr.
President, I. one of the humblest of these soie,”
have told my adopted hrethren, [ have pro-.
mised them, that before the Spring graes grows,
lopg enough to weave & chaplet of trinmph,
‘they will hear the stately tramp as of » mighty
hast of men— & sound, a8’ if the armies of
destiny were aflost—snd they will see flosting
.I:‘mte_lll_ll.'.bol-ll banper, whose whols Tis—
‘tory is une blaze of glory, and not one'blot of
shame—and comiog up fm_lq'.‘tﬁ_l.' -hoat, . they
will hear one vojce, aye, like their. own—one
voiee only—the ressunding ccho of that yolics
which firat thupdered into the hearta of your
God-lika sires, “Qiven me liberty, or give me
deayh”—and oo that baoner will be written
the unsallied name. of. Virginin. The world
Jknows her history, sod kuows no butory ahove
it in.the niche of fame.. and kngwing it, none
dare dopbt whether Virginia will be, when her
own-offspring, Divine Liberty. and Justice, call
‘her tafight. My birth-right,. brothers—haye

-ar!. In' us, the.doubt wanld. be..worse “than
blasphemy. - Bhe .. will ‘take hLer place in the
front rack. ' Ske will ‘bs, A5 .she.has been for
one huudred-years, the: forefnoit bt -the . world
in the " eavse of li .- Sl it 'stand hare
- with heruplifted =rib, not-ouly av & barrier,
bt the guiding-astar Loran ‘empire, <stretching |
"from her feef 15 'the tiopics. 'froro thi ' Atlmutie
to the Pacific—grandar in' proportive-<stéong-
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-1 promised too much in the name of our moth- |'

six-teen to sixty who oan walk or stand, who | peuplé of the ‘Bouth a8 pol!l.l_u'.l and social Hiaqlai

equals.  Nou gentlemen | never—never until by
your power, your artand your virtue, you cao
unfix the unchangenble’ acoyomy, of the Eter-
nal Opd, ean you make ol the people. of the
North und the people of the South vne people.
An irresist ble instinet of self-preservation has
fureed the cutton Siutesto recognise Lhis abeo
lute_and imperative diversity, and they sre
anw.proceeding:to erect theirinstitutions on

ing of what we call fugilive slaves, nnd
“Lhe inanllon\ol the law given is thedaw. All
‘menbars of ‘Congress swear their support to
the whole Constitution, (o Ahis provision, as
mngh ‘a8 10" &ny ether. To the propisition,
then, that slaves whoso casds come within the
terms of this clnuse, shall be delivered up, their
oaths are unanimous. Now. if they would
make the effort in goud temnper, could they not
with nearly equnl unanimity frame and pass a
law by menns of whioh to keep that

i oath? There is some d]gl ence of
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its present necessity. The Northern States are
also manifestiug their recogpition of the same
diversity by ‘preparing, with the aid of the
agents of non slavery, known as the Army and
Narvy of the United States, Lo atlempt the sub-
ugation of the Southern States. Tl

1 believe 1he question to be decided by you,
gentlemen, is, whether Virginia, like the'tieém:
bling Egyptian, will skulk for shelter benvath
the crumbliog fragments of a pnst greatneed,
to dwell under the scourge of a haughty, but
mean task-master: or whether she will step
forth, aud, with one voice, hush this storm of
war, and keep the ancient glory of her name,
The times must be far more distempered than
now ; indeed, prophecy dure not seek, for it
can never reach that tuture, when Virgiuiaus
wil hesitate to decide this guestion.

Mr. Presidept, the peanle of Svuth Curolina
lave declared in the language of the variong
compucte between them and their confeder—
ates, that they have always retained their sov-
ereigntty amnd independence; that they, wi h
their Confederates. did di legate certuin powers
to a cominon agent: that, by theit confeder-
ates, this compact has beed violated, and the
Government established under it has became
destructive of the purposes for ‘whioch it was
esiablished, and it is, therefore, their right to
abolish that Government, xo fur as it concerns
them, an'' institute another. They, huve eol-
emnly ordained, and are now, and have f r
sixty days, been maintaining that ordinance
by arme—that ull p litical connection with
the Guvernment of the United otates is dis-
sulved. X

The admitted rule on which they have re
sorted to arms is, “That a vivlation of a parfeat
right, either committed or committing, or with
which a people is threntened in the future. jus
tifies the undertaking of war—amicable meana
baving been tried in vain, or when it is evid.nt
that it would ve evident that it would be use
lssa Lo try suc!. menne, justice requires 8 resort
to arma.”

On this rule, the pecple of Svath Carolinn
have resorted to arms in defenee of a “perfect
right.”

. AsI have stated, they have maiotained this
position fur & reasonable time, notwithstand-
ing their ahief barbor has leen blockaded, and
their territory invaded ; they have maintained
it in honor agaiust fulschood and trenchery:
they maintained it uniil five. millions of peo
ple nod six soveraign States have joived with
themn to form n government, in which, in the
langnage o1 Lthe emiuent citizen who has been
placed iu the charge of the Executive Depart.
ment of that Government, there can be doubt
—that “coarsge and patriotiem of the people
of the Confederats Btatcs will be found equal
W any measures of defence which our honor
and security may require. Farther obstacles
may retard the progress of that Government,
but they cannot long provent the progrees of a
movement sanctified by a virtuous people.—
Revarently, let us invoke the God of .our fath-
ers to guide and protect us in our efforts Lo
perpetuate the principles which, by his blesa
ing, they wers able to vindicate, establish and
transmit to posterity ; and with that econtin-
unnce of His faver ever gratefully acknowl.
edged, we will tiopefully look forward to sue-
cens, pence and prosperity.” i 2

Believing the righte violated and the inter-

and‘intereits of the people of Virginla, and

common glory, the people of South Carolins
have instructed me to ask, enenestly and res-
pectfully, that tha people of Virginia will join

tereste.

Mr. President, I have perfurmed my mission,
and do npw, in _the name of my Goverament,
tendsr to.this Convention the . most dordial
“thanks for their-ho blo.consid ‘of-my
wisgion ; and in my own behall. I offer to0 the

s

heartfelt gratitude for their poblacourtesy and
most generous kindness Lo myselfl personally.

_m the Columbia Associated Press. .
' WaBmxoton, Mareh. 4, 1861,
.. Fellow Citizens "of ‘the United States :—1In

you ‘briefly, and {0’ take -in your presefice-ihe

-terd Siates, avd to be takem by the Prevideut. be-
.fore he éui ‘gg,l%o.tnpg‘ipln"pf his office.. I
Ad nat cunsider i Becesssry. al présent, for me
“fo dlisgtiss'thowe mattdrs of adumi|

ch rthere is nd special aukiery or
A ension: scems (o .exiyt n

the Southerp Ntates that, Uyt

s

"
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.ests involved, are identical with™ the rights

remeubering their ancient dmity, and their

them in the protection of these rights and in-

Conyention and the giuzeos of Virginia, .my 4

ance with & custom, as old as the Gow-
erninent itself;"1-sppear before you to -address

onth prescribed by the Copatitution of the Uni—

ticn abont
temient.
n-g.ﬂ people

: _I law to themseivgs and
to we, the sldar sad eniplarh MME‘M
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opinion whethe# this clause ehould be enforced
by national or by Statc authority ; but surely
that ‘diffarencé is-ndt- 4 very material one ; if-
the alave is to be vurrendered, it can be of hut
little consequonoce to him or to others by whioh
authority it is done; and should wny one in
any osse be content that his oath shall go un-
kept c¢n a merely unsubstantinl controversy as
to how it shall be kept? _Again, in any law
upon this subject, ought not all the safeguards
of liberty known ip civilized and humane juris-
pricdence ta be introduced, eo that & free man
be not in any case surreniered or a slave, and
might it not be well, at the same time, to pro-
! vide hy law for the enforcement of that claus:
in the Constitution which guarantees that ** the
eitizens of each State shnll be entitled to all
privileges and immunities of ciiizens in the
several States.”

1 take the officinl oath to-day with no mentul
reservations, and with no purpose to construe
the Constitution or luws by any hypoeritics)
rules; and-while T do not choose now to epecify
particular acte of Congress as proper 10 be en-
foree ). I do sugeest that it will e much snfer
for all, both 1 offlcinl  and private sintions, to
conform to and shide hy sll those acts which
stund unrepenled then to violaie any of themn,
truating to find lmpunity in having them held to
be nuconsiitnbional,

It in seventy two yeura since the firat mangu-

totiem.  Durivg thut petiod, filteen diffe ent and
grentle digtinguished citizens have in succession
adminiet=red the Executive branch of the Gov
ernment. Thev have conducted i through
many perila. and genernlly with grest sucees.
Yet, with nll thik acope for precadent, T now en
ter upon the some task for the brief Constitu=
tionmnl term of four years, under prest wad preu-
tliar difflenliive. A dwraption of the Federsl
Union, heretofore mentioned, ia now formidaii,
attempted 1 hold that in guntemplation o1
universsl law snd of the Con-titution, the
| Union of thews Niate in ]-.rlwmnl. Perpeinity
is implied. if not expressed, in the fundainentnl
nw of nulionnl Governments., It iz gute to ne=
sort that no Government proper ever hind a pro—
visions in ils organic law for ik own termination
Continve to execnte all thie extrems provis’ons .

—

ration of u President vnder our Nutionn] Consti- |

ever a mnjoi;itﬁ refuses 10 be controlled l\y";ueh
minority. For instan¢e, why may not any
portion of a newt Confeleracy, ‘a year vrtwo

portions of the xi-n'em\Unian'_nn' cla'm tosps
eaile from itl 1l who cherish disunion. s-pti-
ments, arn nn being edocated Lo the exact
temper of doing this =

Ia there such perfect identity of interests
among the States to compose a new Union to
promote harmony only, and prevent renewed
reconsion !~ Plainly the central idea of saces-
sinn is the ersemce of anarchy. A mujority
held in restraint by constitutional checks and
limitations, and always changing easily with
deliberate changes of popular opiniona and
sentimonts, in the only true soversign of a free
people.  Whoever rejects it, does of necesaity,
fly to anarchy or despotism. Unanimity is
impossible, The rule of minority, as a perma-
nent ‘rrargement, in wholly inadmissable ; so
that, refecting the majority prineiple, anarehy
or dvepotism in some form, is all that is lefi, T
o not forget the position assumed by some,
that constitutional questions are to he deciiled
by the S8upreme Court. Nor do I deny that
such decissions must he binding in any cose
uwpno the parties to a suil,  As to the ohject of
that suit, while the: are also e¢ntitled ta very
high respect and conalderation in all parallel
cnges by all other departments of the Govern-
ment; and while it 1a obviously poseible that
such decision mny he erronecus in any given
cane, atill the evil effect following e lwing
limited to meet that particular care, with the
chanee that it may be over ruled apd never
hecome o precedent. for ather cases, cun - betier
be borne thun eould the evila of a different
practice. At the eame time the eandld cinzen
must confers that, if the palicy of tha Govern.
ment upon vital questions affecting the whoule

hence, nrhitrarily. sacode’ again, precisely- aad’
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W. A. LEE, EDITOR.

Friday Morning, March 8, 1861,
- - e — e ——
" The friends of CAPT. JESSIE JAY,

sunounce him as 8 Candidate for MAJOR of
the Lower Battalion of the Eighth Regiment
5. C. M.

THE PEACE CONFERENCE.

As 8ll expected, the Peace Conferenee at
Washington failed in effecting anything #atis-
factory to the South. The Conference adjourn-
ed on the 27th ult, sine die.

—_——

We would direct the attention of purchasers
to advertisement of Messrs, Brack & Fraxrix,
of Cukeabury, who now offer o Inrge stock of .

guods at prices to suit the times. Give them
an early call.

—itl- :‘l-—-—-———- .
ATLANTA MEDICAL COLLEGE.

We would direct epecial attention to the ad -
vertisement of the Atlanta Medical.  This col-
lege nffords every facility, and deserves the pa-
tronnge of the Southern people,

' —

MAJOR ANDERSON.

people ix 10 be irrevorahly fixed by decisions
of the Supreme: Conrta, the instant. they are
made in ordinary litigation between partles in
persanal actions, the people will have ceased
to he their own rulers, havinge to that extent
practically yeRigned their Government intu 1he
hawds of that ewminent t4° annl,  Nor is there
in this view, any assan't mpon the conrt and
| jvders 1t is a'duty from which they muy not
shrink to deeide cass of propecty brought he-
seek to turn their degisions to politenl purpo-
tea (e cectom of ous country be'ieves slive
ey ig i et an ! anglt to he extendod, while e
uther by fuvog it ig wronge and anght nat toe be
extend.l  This e the only cubistantial digpate,
AR Lo th- fagitive alave elausa of the Constitn-

|

ever be in a commueity where the noral worse
of the people impertestiy  =aprorts the Inw

onr national Constitwion wud the Union will en-
dure forever; it heing impeasib et lestroy it
v exeepl by rome action not provided for in 1
inmrument 1txell.  Agnin, if the United States
L not w Government uroper, Lut an arsocintion
uf =tarem in the nntnre of eontraet merely, ann
it, a8 n contract, be practicahly unmude by lers
than w1l tha parties wha mnde it7 OQue party
tna enntrnel may viokate 1 breenk i, & o apeak,
but dues it not requite al to Lawiully rescind ir?
Desernding from these general principles, we
find 1hia proposition, that in legal complicution,
the Unon is perpetunl, confirnnd by the Union
iteelf, The Union ix muech obier than the on-
atilution ; it was forn.ed in fact by the witioler
of nnsao onin 1774, [t was matured and con
tinnd by the Declaration of Iodeepndence in
1778.

It was furth~r matured and the fuith of all
thewe thirteen Statee expressly pledged and en—
woged that it should be parprtunl. The Articirs
of Confederation in 1778. and finully in 1787,
one of the ‘declared ohjecta for ordeining and
estahlishing the Comstiturion wes to furin & mare
perfect Union.  But il destruction of the Umun
by oue or by a part only of the Siates he lhn—
fuliy poesible, the Uunion is lesa prrfoct than be
fore—the Canmitution having lost che vits] ele—
meut of parpetoity. It followe frotn thess views
that po Htule. opon ils own mere mwotion, exn
Inwfully g2 out of the Union; that resolves and
ordinunces to that effect are legully void, wnd
that acts of violence within any State or States
agninst the authority of the United States, nre
insurrectionary ‘or revolutionary, necording to
circumstances. 1, therefore, cousider thst, in
view of the Constitution and the laws, the Un-
ion ir tnbroken, mnd to the extent of my ‘ability,
I shall 1ake care,. as the Constitation iteell ex-
presaly enjoins apon me, thut the laws of the
Usiiun he fnithfally execuied in nll'the Suaten —
Buiog this, 1 deem to ba only a simple doly on
my part, and I shall perform it, so far as practi-
cable;, nuless gy vightfulnaster, the Améries

. shall withhold. the requisite means,or,

1 some nihgrized manney, direct the eon'rary.

“Tirust this will udt be regurded at m menuce, but
‘a8 the declared purpose of the Union, that.it.will
constitmionnlly defend aud maintain uself. In
"doing this; there need beno bloedshed or violence,
and theye shall by none, aulss it bé foroed - npon
the national authority.. The powar coufided 1o
me will be'used-1o hold, veonpy ‘and ‘pordess the
;property- and placea: belouging 10 the. Gove n-
‘ment, and tooollect the duties.and.imposts, but
beyoud what may he necessury for théss vlijects,
thére Will ba - np invasien, hio wing of Torce
aguifist or among tlie people anywhera. Where
hostility to°tlie United States in any interior lo-
-eafity shail be so grent aiid 50" npusvsl as to pre-
veut compatent. resident citizens (roro bo;ding
the Federal offite:, there will be no atfempt b

that objeo. While the striet jegal right may
exiit in the Gurernment to enforce the exerciss

8o irrational, and so pearly impeacticsbls withal,
that ] derin jt Letier 1o forego, fof the time the
-a'.i'.l.usnalr.uh.‘ : %-hnhm‘:nw np;ﬂ.’:l.
will comtivma; to be faruis in.g ris of the
Mnion, S far, -!J;nhi_hh-‘ the peopL l::urytlmu
‘shiallhave that Fenss of ‘perfest seourity which is
_moat favorable to cool. thought and reflaciion.—
he course here indicated will be followed, no—
lewcurrent events and éxpériénee shall show a
medifieution’ or change to be proper; and in
avery ease sud vxigeucy, mv best discreiion will
b Exercunl avenrding 10 chienmstances uetnally
segimingy und with s view und u hope.of prace
fal solu.ion of the nutionsl iroubles, and lge resto
ration ot fraternal aympathies “andd ‘df ofiows

; ' d i TR X b e Soutl 2 : . acsession, of 4 That Lhere sre pateons in ene acolion op auoihier
pr o’ powerc—freer dn right “than any,; whieh |'g Republicen Adql.ﬁ..u.uu,_ +heir propery i why szvk 19 destroy 1he Unioa ut all svents, and
i,_m.‘ ft—whiol will divide ﬂl!ﬂﬂll'.l}f ﬁla : mi‘d‘ F23 m} :‘iﬂ_-‘o' “en tﬂ-‘]d‘u( sy pretest to do it will greither
ie, T f ‘haaving ‘wives | 981 -~ hing devar Been ‘Yeasonu- | Bffirm.op denv, tiut )f there Ba.aneh, ) need ad-
_u".‘i‘“'?!'"' df“'“"”';"_"h‘“ ble ontissTor sush’ appre e the | dress no word tu thwn o thowe, huwever, whe
.'h-_t ....;a;'lh G_'lﬁfﬁlff:of‘&li- 3 : mwm. bea.all the ‘”‘:"J tve the U‘lliﬂﬂ-‘. h‘l}'l l'l!.‘ Owk belune
60 asd the Cin o T R T L e d'-‘u'dw so4heig inspegtion. |-enteriur: upou a6 gouted el ob e hia domtpmc
My, President, T appeiie befors % __M!..Efiﬂ! publio _speeches ‘1‘""1 our-atioyal Jahrig, with ull its beputits,
BT S O TRt 0 BOW ¥ a, 1 dd’ e memuries, it hopes? * Would it not e wise
el W"u e b VGl b o thabe epao TG WL 1" § indacbiuim Procively. iyt s it L Wi yon
soming M' ind  Who Bave, . .4 orindi- | hizerd eu dasperate u step. wihile there is any
R s 7 olars-that L-bavs v direet indi 3 P Winle there
wrong and_(njustice, ‘been dviveg terfin w the matlvutton of | possbility that wny portion of the 'il's you fly
eitanns fn 164 plgb, Frontes pxigigignd | from bave no.real bawkinoet “Wiill veu, ‘whiie
;ﬁ", .i:'!., ) ...h. h‘_"?_ o 7 . right. 1o do so, and 1 the certmin ills yo fiydo are grouter thun ul’
-«i’ﬁ-u M o L By o 5P | have ne m iddp 5, Thoes who nomi--|'/le .Peat ofies ‘you from. will you. rikk (he'
history. aed ¢ g,..‘."‘figf,-. e At dhkign writh ety knowl. ﬂ;ﬂm of g0 fearful n mustake 1~ Al protes
ME‘. ’ 3 ~'%Wh‘-- odge that lm‘ and many other simi_ | | te'soutant in th= Udion, if sl eonsatiintkinel

of-rihite sun be.mniptained” Lo ik trpes then, ~that:

RS

+ By

fhink nnt,
sl Witie'n ' nd ' 6o oo ititared,
Ahakbapayer.con reach. ta the, audavity of lo-

¥ ey I ing thie Chink, of 1 gugle instupce, in
Thops [, “Rirstond, Fhat iy ikinteoidinds, Wviotite. || (I a piaindy WHRIEH pros doori o e
of th lll*m ey _m oﬂm. #tit 17" ; e K;hl!ll 'Mkdmjm:l-d-ll‘.-?':-ége
(bt of -each 8 A4 o 3 3 e of numhers » m L) a4
s dg-TTWVE o Iniheriy oF KRG eronsly it tan conied
598 of .\ Rational. right i

% umights e a-moral pointe-of
revolution, . |
were d vital ‘o
i wokiouv eadeiel Alkthe vital ¢ights
; : of i

gt

iy o

0y

foree ohnoxioua sirangérs ameng the people for

of these 6fiora. the sitemnpt to do sc wonld -be |

Writien v the $ynatitotion besf

B ]
minari |

of
ivi 1] al.piy Guy
pr %ﬁﬁa’"MMﬁ you. Yougan bave no eouflict without
ibitlone; to 1 he at ‘Enﬁ'puﬂ s the ngyressdra. Yo' hive no

itseli ) the geeat bandy of the people ahide he

cunes, after the aeparation of the =ections than
hafore, The foreign slave irmde is now imper.
fectly snprresgsed. and wanld he nitimately re -
vived without vestriction sn one gectiog,  while
fueitive alaves, now only partially sueenderwl,
wonthd not he suerendercd ut all by the other,
T"I_\‘*iml”'\‘ speaking, we cannot Keparple—we
cannol rHnOve onr n-n;u-cth'e secttona from
ench other, nor buikd an impunasnble wall be-
tween them. A husbhand and wife may bse di
vorewd, aml go oot of the presence and hayond
the reach of ench other, but the different paris
of our conntry eannot o this  They ennunt
bt remmin laee to face, wnd intereonrse, either
amicuble or hostile, must coutiine hutwesn
them,  In it possible, then, to make thit inter-
conree more sdvaniazenus or more aatisfaciory
after geparntion than befure?  Can aliens muke
treaties ensicr than friends can make lawst
Oan trestiea he moure faithfully enforoed be-
tween aliens, than laws can among friends?
Suppose you go to war, you cauvot fight al.
waye, and when, after muech loss on Loth sldes,
and no gain on either, you cease fighting, 1he
identieal oid quu!iun, a8 Lo terms of inter
cunree are agaih upon you. This eountry, with
its institutions, belun » totha people who in-
habit it. Wheaever they shall grow weary of
the existing Government, they can exercise the
Constitutional right to amend it, or the revola
tionarygright to demembier o1 overthrow it |
cannot be ignorant of the fact that many
putriotic citizens are desirons of hnving the
oativnal Constitution amended.  While I make
no recommendation of amendment, 1 fully
recoznize The rightful authority of the peopls
over the whole subject, to be exervised in eith-
er of the'modes presented in the instrunment
itself. and I .-hw:ﬁ under existing - e1roumstun—
ces, fuvor rather than oppose a fair opportuui-
ty being afforded the people to act upon it,
will ventore tondd that to me the vonvention
mude seems preferable,, in--that it allows
amendments to originate with the people them
selves, instend of only permitting them to take
or. repel_propositions originated by others not
especially chosen for the parpose, and which
might not be preeciselv such ‘as they would
wish Lo e'thpr uceept or refuse, I understand
a propused amendment to the Conetituting,
which amendment, bowever, T huve not seeh,
has paesed, Congress, Lo the effeor. that the Fed-
eral Government shall never icterfere with the
dom stic institutions ‘of the Btutes, including
that of persons held o servive.

To avvid misconstruction of what I have
#aid, I depart from my parpose uot to speak
of partieular amendrients, go far as to eny that,
halding sueh a provision to pow he the implied
coristraction of the law, T have no vbj-ction to
its baing madea express and irevounble -The
Chief Mngisteate derivea all his authority from
"the people, ypnd'they have conf. rred none upun
him to En terms for the geparation-of the Stales.
The people themse ves can do this aleo if they
choosy, Lut the Exeentive, us such, has nothg
‘todo with it; his duty is 10 administer Lhy
present Government as it came to his hands,
and to transmit it unimpaired by him to his
sueeersor.  Why should there not-Le a patient
coufidenco in shw ulumate- justice, of the peo-
M#l  lIsthere any buiter or equal hope in the
world 1. In oup present differences, ia either
party.  withont taith. o1 belng in the right ?
Moy the Aliighty ‘Roler of nations, with his
eternal truth, be ou your side of *he North, vr
vn s owrs of the Soutlh. ‘That troth aod that
justice wil! surely prevail by the judument of
His great tribtinnl-the Amsrican people; - By

1hi#s gnmie people hive wisely wiven their pablie
servantp - but lnthe. power tor  wiseliel,  atnl
have with cqual wisdom, provided tor the re-
L of (hnt Lo to their own hunds At yery
st apteryale,
virlue und v igiloce, un pdipiuistration, hy guy
extiene of wickeduwss ortolly ean vy seri
rively: injire vhe Governridut in ths short
Bpave of jour ek My counteyanen, 1 gk
caliinly and well upon this whole subjeci,—
Nothing valuatile enihis tost by taking time.

bot huste 10 a gtep which you wounnd never
‘take deliberdiely, thdt abjeet will e I'runl..al';-d
L ik ingetiine. - Byt nggood ohjeet cdn be
.Kil'?-unrnlgdn*‘laj it. buch 151!;;:» g3 are duvedis-
fied etil); hiive the'olid Comstivutionwnimpuired,
-awd an Lhe setsuive paskt dbe luws ol yuur |
own Irsming under n, whe thie new adininis
thation “wall bdve no' reibéd), :j!iih‘ilniuhl-
! ther. . -§4 it were wdontied ibag you
r":‘hl'l.:‘b‘;e“dlu-i.ingvd_hoqd the right side in );hu
‘dispiide, these 7s no slnle good nasdn 1r jire
v a¢ ipw. , Injelligence, patriviisg, slins-

muity. mud warm retimoce on him why, Liae
'ir"‘ﬁarﬁlh:‘ ﬂlil; fivdred” lawd, drersatill
vomppuient to.adjost ‘&1l our e o Meultion
] _qur-hn.aql_l.‘-'lt_:? santified friends nud ogun-
nretd..and figl ie, is the munieutods’ -
il war  Thé ernment wiil nowas

o the Giov-
veok @ad "detend it. T aun
thatiws-arp 4oV on

fore them, and it is a0 Fault of theits if otlers |

tion aud the law for the suppression of tha fur— |
eiprn wlave temile, (na wvearly as any law can |

the dry leral obligntion in bwrh wawees, and o |
| few break overenoh. 1 think thes cannnt b
| perfectly enred, and it woulid be worse in lualy

Mg form ol covermpent ande whigh we live, |

While the prople relifn then |

M Sy bean gbjeei iy burey syy ol yoo, e |

ythe linr from the

{  Wasmxgrox, Mareh 5 —Mnjor Anderson up
{10 the 4th inst., has continued to epeak of his
|cu|n]il.iull wspafe. Ile expresses the opinion
{ that reinforcement bad Letter not be sent to
| him.

i T ——

AREANBAS FOR SECESSION.
i We presume thereis no further doubt abownt
'| the State of Arkauss seceding from the United
States, aud joiuing the Confederate States.—
This will enlarge the ecope of our Territory,
: adid much to our strength as a nation.

‘I . ——
{ MILITARY ELECTIONS.
l The Mllowiig isthe result of the recent elec-
 tivm lor F eld Offiuers io the Seventh Regiment
Seuth Caroline, Volunteers in Abbeville und
Edwofield Ihatrieta:
I Colonel—Tnouas Bacow, of Edgeficld.
Lit. Colonel—R. A. Fair, of Abbeville,
Mujor—iwxer JubLes, of Edgefield,
e —
LIEUT. COLONEL.
We are pleased lo nunounce to our readers
that R, A. Fan, Eeq., of our Village, hasbeen
clected Lo the uffice of Lt. Colonel, in the Sev-
i euth Regiment of South Carolina Vulunteers,
in Ableville anl Edgefield Ddistrict.  He Ja
jnst the man to fill the office, and we know that
10 better aelection could have been made.
- —— —
NORTH CABOLINA E
The accounts of the receut elections in
North Cuarolina are 8o contradictory that we
are nnable to furm a correct idea of the result.
We fear, however, that “Old Rip™ has not heen
sufficiently arvused to a sense of her danger to
thruw off the yoke of Black Republican rule.

e ———
THE POSTAGE ACT.

It will be scen by reference to the Postage
Act, which passed the Southern Congrass a few
days ngo, that the rates of postage has been
cousiderably incressed. Postage on letters will
be five cents instead of three cents, as under
the old regime. Postage on papers published
weekly within the State 6} centa per quartic
in advance. Duily papers six times that
amount. Sée the Act in full on our first page.

— . ——

HON. J. 8, PRESTON'S BPEECH.
We huve the plessure this week of pressnt-

ing to our readers the address, in part, of Lon.
Jons 8. Prgrsroy, our Commissivner.to the Vir-
ginia Convention, It Lins repeived. the highess
encomiums from all who have sgen .aud read
it, aud we feel satisfied that nooe of vur read-

ers will fail to give ita perusal,
LINCOLN'S CABINET.
The foilowing are the members of Abe Line

coln's Culinet : 5
Secretary of Slate—W, T. Sewanp, 6f New
-York. 3} (ER 2 X
Seeretary of Trearury.—S. P. Cuasse, of
Ohio.
Secretary of War—Sivox Cauenoy, of Penns
sylvania. .
Secretary of Nany—S. Weuts.
Secretary of Interior—C. Surru, of Indiana,
Post Master (Feneral—M. Bram, of Mary-
land.

sl

—_— —
BSALE DAY,

About the ususl number were in attendanes
last Sale Day. Considerable property was ex-
posol to sale, and was bid off et reduced pri-
ces. The valuable house and lot of Mr. H. T.
Tusrex, was sold for the sum of §2,060, st 60
days time—Mr. W. Jaues Louax; the purchas.
er. ‘Phis house and lot would lave brought
mure then ‘donble that amount six or eight
monlhs ago. . A like negrn woman about wen.
ty years, with her, chiid  four years _o'l‘; sge,
wus solil for §1,200, cash. Other negroes wara
sold abwout the ssme proportion. T =

R LT SR
¥ OUR COURT., . g
This werk onr Court is in session, his Honar,
Judige Groven prasiding. The Judge, With'his
usual odurtesy to the Bir, dispatelies that busi.
nens in“a speedy mapner. Theold businesdiof
-the Oowry together with the naw;, will epanpy
the cotive week,: We have yery, few. Btatq,oa-
sedy nnd these of not much importance. The
Solicitor, Hon, J. P. Reep, will have but lit-
'the 1o do. i Ean e el i
L oW have Wl finé'westher ollf]!‘ (T%) ]‘l’ﬂ-
ot weele, extopt-a few March' winds The at-
nteldunce.was shouf the isnal sumber, gnd was

noted for its wousual sobrigky and endes]y son-

duoel. ) - : -
W, netd the “following’ bigiting ‘Mbinbard of
~4joining Dietsietas, 64 P
punLivay apd . L. ”cquw*n? of o
enmy Sudyen, of Néwberry'; 'Y L (ke 3
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" Hod. Joht Dol odlathiok bid ' da¥hci TR
tee'to preparsfis War e the'dokest’ iia® of
w:“h,%!lﬂﬂﬂﬁh
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